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§1591N89ANIINITANGT INGITIANT BASIUUSTIUBAITNYTEY1YI
(United Nations Educational,Scientific and Cultural Organization; UNESCO)

Science and technology have the power to transform societies by providing solutions to environmental, social and economic
challenges facing humanity today. This has been formulated in the Sustainable Development Goals. Covid-19 has added an

additional confrontation to humankind.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights was proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly in Paris in 1948. It states that
everyone has the right to share in scientific advancements. UNESCO urges everyone to participate in and benefit from science,

and calls on governments, businesses, civil society and scientists to fully embrace the values of responsible and ethical science.

UNESCO, as the United Nations Agency with a mandate for Science, is the legitimate global organization enabled to build a vision of
Open Science. At the 40th session of the General Conference, 193 Members States tasked the Organization with the development

of an international standard-setting instrument on Open Science in the form of a UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science.

The Recommendation is expected to define shared values and principles for Open Science, and identify concrete measures on Open
Access and Data, with proposals to bring citizens closer to science. Its commitments facilitate the production and dissemination of

scientific knowledge around the world.

Natural History Museums play a crucial role in raising awareness of the ethics in science, and mobilizing the general public, including
children, to learn about the sciences, and how they contribute to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, in other words, to
overcome the challenges and fulfil the hopes of humanity towards peace, prosperity, justice, and sustainable human living. Natural
History Museums are places to explain the critical importance of science, innovation and technology, and how science-based
management contributes to master the most critical contemporary global crises, including pandemics, biodiversity conservation and
restoration, climate change adaptation, and all forms of environmental pollution, including via the promotion of the green

economy.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, with its 17 Sustainable Development Goals, embodies an acceptance for the notion
that science, technology and innovation can contribute to making the world a better place and become a driver of the required
economic, social and environmental transformations. The applications of new scientific knowledge are essential for addressing major

challenges such as climate change, sustainable energy, safe drinking water, and pollution.

UNESCO appreciates the efforts of the Thai National Science Museum (NSM) for establishing a new Natural History Museum in
Thailand, as an important contribution to involve the youth and the general public into a momentum of the ‘Open Sciences’. On
behalf of UNESCO, I congratulate the NSM for translating the important ICOM Code of Ethics for Natural History Museums into the
Thai language, thus supporting ethnic diversity and the engagement of everybody into the important ethical aspects of Natural

History Museums, and to set standards for the operation of natural history museums.

Let me congratulate the NSM for establishing a section in the Natural History Museum with clear references to the UNESCO Biosphere

Reserves, World Natural Heritage sites, and Global Geoparks.

I sincerely thank the President of the NSM, Dr. Ravin Rawiwongse, and his team, for the close cooperation with UNESCO, and for
signing a Memorandum of Understanding for long-term cooperation between UNESCO & NSM, for his partnership, and his vision ‘to

make the NSM a key-player to catalyse a Science-Culture in Thailand and the region’. | can re-assure you that UNESCO will remain

/ :

Mr. Shigeru Aoyagi

at the service of our respected Member State, the Kingdom of Thailand.

Director
United Nations Educational, Scientific and

I Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
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- CODE OF ETHICS - ICOM Code of Ethics for Museums, 2006
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- Hower, R.O., 1979, Freeze-Drying Biological Specimens: A Laboratory Manual Smithsonian Institution Press, Washington
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